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Welcome and Introduction  

Welcome to the CJ Bulldog Band.  The CJ Band program has a long tradition of excellence that 
continues to develop each year and serves around 450 students from Grades 6-12.  These 
students come from all walks of life and backgrounds to make this community we call band.  
Because we are such a special team, it is imperative that students recognize their role in the 
band program.  Each individual has the responsibility to make a significant contribution to the 
success of the band.  Whether it is knowing your music, knowing your marching spot, or 
knowing how to act at all times, the success of the program is established in the fact that all the 
students have a vital role in the program and are expected to fulfill their commitment with good 
character and dignity, worthy of the CJ Bulldog Band.  

General Information 

Band Calendar: 
Paper form on the second page.  Most up-to-date on cjbands.org.  Please just add the calendar 
so you can keep track of the events. 
 
Enrollment:  
Enrollment for the bands is done in the spring semester. Each student that is permitted and 
enrolls in the program will be expected to fulfill all requirements of that commitment. High School 
Band is a yearlong class and schedule changes are not permitted at semester. 
 
Eligibility: 
Students are required to meet MSHSAA eligibility in order to be a part of the band program.  
Students failing more than one class at the end of a semester are considered academically 
ineligible. If this happens at the end of the fall semester, the student will be taken out of the 
class for the spring semester. If this happens during the spring semester, there is an opportunity 
to attend credit recovery classes in the summer to make up these credits. The student has one 
semester of probation to get their grades in order.  If a student has a second semester of 
academic eligibility during their time in high school, they may be removed from the band 
program permanently. 
 
Students are also required to have a few other things on file to be eligible to participate in the 
band program.  This includes a Drug Testing Consent form, Social Media Policy form, 
Citizenship form, and a valid physical. Details are in the next few sections. 
 
Drug Testing Policy: 
All students participating in band must sign a drug testing consent form provided by the school. 
This form will be completed online. It is imperative that students be in compliance with this rule 
and the deadline be met.  If a student refuses to comply or misses the deadline, that student will 
be terminated from the band program.  The deadline for the Drug Testing Consent Form is 
August 22nd.  



  
Good Citizenship Policy: 
Students who represent Carl Junction R-1 School District in interscholastic activities must be 
creditable citizens. Those students whose character or conduct is such as to reflect discredit 
upon themselves or their schools are not considered “creditable citizens.” Conduct shall be 
satisfactory in accord with the standards of good discipline.  This form is also to be completed 
online. 

  
Social Media Policy 
Any negative comments posted in a public forum via social media will not be tolerated.  
Comments directed toward school staff, coaches, administrators, band members and/or our 
opponents, as well as vaguely insinuating negative comments towards anyone, can result in 
some form of discipline and possible dismissal from the team/group.  The consequences will be 
decided by the Director, Athletic Director, and Principal. This form is also completed online. 
 
Physicals  
Physicals are required by MSHSAA for participation in band.  Physicals are good for two years 
and will be submitted via Final Forms.  Part of this documentation is the Pre-Participation form in 
which students must provide proof of insurance each year. At the end of each school year, the 
school hosts a night where physicals are done for free on school grounds.  Please take 
advantage of this night.  It will be publicized well in advance. 
 

Ensembles 
 
Marching Band 
Marching band is open to all band members in grades 9-12 and is approximately the length of 
the first quarter. The band performs at pre-game and halftime during each home football game 
and marches in parade and field competition events. Early rehearsals are held Monday – Friday 
during marching season at 7:00 AM. Students that are not present when roll is taken are 
counted tardy. In order to be on time to the field, students need to arrive at school earlier than 
7:00 in order to get to their hall lockers to drop their backpacks off, get their instruments from the 
band room, and get to the field. After 7:15 AM, students will be counted absent from the early 
morning rehearsal. Excessive tardiness or absences will result in being pulled from the show for 
a particular performance or for the remainder of the season. The reason for this is that each 
rehearsal we do adds to the overall performance of our show. When one student does not know 
where they are going or what visuals we are doing, they become a detriment to the performance 
and hinders the group’s potential. 
 
Band camp attendance is critical and required. Band camp dates are published well in advance. 
Our camp teaches fundamental marching skills, visual skills, and music skills that are required 
for a successful performance. Therefore, if a student does not attend camp, it is possible they 
will not have a spot written for them in the show. 
 



Performance dates are listed on the attached music calendar and all students are expected to 
attend all performances. If a student does not attend a performance, they will forfeit their points 
for that assignment. There are times when a student cannot attend due to illness or a death in 
the family. Provided there is prior communication, students may be given an opportunity to make 
up these points at the discretion of the director assuming it is an excused absence. 
 
Part of the marching band is the color guard, drum line, section leaders and drum majors. These 
are auditioned spots. Students wishing to participate in these activities will need to pass an 
audition during the spring semester for the following fall semester. These parts are limited and 
will be filled according to the quality of the audition. Students may not be permitted to participate 
in the fashion they wish, but all band students will be permitted to participate in the marching 
band performing a part assigned by the instructors. 
 
Marching Band Performances 

1.​ Football games 
a.​ Students are required to be in attendance for all home varsity football games. 

Report time will be around 5:00 PM and we do not leave until after the game 
concludes. This includes any playoff games which may only be announced one 
week in advance. 

2.​ Marching Festivals 
a.​ Students are required to be in attendance for each of the four marching festivals. 

We are going to CJ, Valhalla (Springfield), Maple Leaf (Carthage), and the State 
Championship (Columbia). 

b.​ We need help with food and driving. Please watch for emails. 
 
  
Concert Bands 
The concert bands are open to all band members in grades 9-12.  There will be two or three 
offerings of concert band in the spring semester during 1st Block. The top auditioned group is 
Wind Ensemble, the second auditioned group is Symphonic Band, and the third auditioned 
group is the Concert Band. Band and chair placement will be determined by audition in 
November. All students are required to audition in order to be placed in one of the bands. 
Students may be asked to play different parts for the overall strength and balance of their 
respective ensemble. The concert band season begins after the last home football game.  
Performance dates are listed on the attached music calendar and all students are expected to 
attend all performances. If a student does not attend a performance, they will forfeit their points 
for that assignment. There are times when a student cannot attend due to illness or a death in 
the family. Provided there is prior communication, students may be given an opportunity to make 
up these points at the discretion of the director assuming that it is an excused absence. All 
students are required to wear all-black dress clothes to performances. 
  
Jazz Bands 
Membership is open to all high school students who qualify by audition. Students are not 
guaranteed a spot in one of the jazz bands if their audition is not meeting a predetermined 



quality. The top group is Jazz 1 and the second group is Jazz 2. Auditions are held in the spring 
semester and rehearsal is during 5th Block. Students enrolled in Jazz Band must be enrolled in 
a regular band unless they have director approval.  The jazz bands perform at numerous 
concerts and jazz festivals. Community events not listed on the music calendar may provide 
additional opportunities for performances. Students will be required to purchase designated 
performance attire. Performance dates are listed on the attached music calendar and all 
students are expected to attend all performances. If a student does not attend a performance, 
they will forfeit their points for that assignment. There are times when a student cannot attend 
due to illness or a death in the family. Provided there is prior communication, students may be 
given an opportunity to make up these points at the discretion of the director assuming it is an 
excused absence. 
  
  
Instrument Lockers 
Each student will be assigned a locker. The locker is for band instruments and band 
accessories. The band locker is not a place to store things needed during the school day.  This 
is what hall lockers are for.  Instruments must be kept within their cases inside the locker.  
Locker checks will be done randomly. If unauthorized items are in the locker or instruments are 
not in their cases the offending student will receive a warning the first time, a detention the 
second time, and an office referral the third and subsequent times. 
  
 

Other Important Bits of Information 
 
Uniforms 
The school will provide a marching uniform for each student in the marching band.  These 
uniforms will need to be worn appropriately at all times. When not being worn, they must be 
hung up on the provided hanger.  At no point should a uniform part be crumpled on the ground. 
A few parts of the uniform must be purchased by the students: marching shoes, long black 
socks, marching band shorts, red band shirt, show shirt, and gloves. If a student loses any part 
of their uniform, they will be held financially responsible for replacement. 
 
For marching band, we require that students have a uniform under their uniform. When we 
perform, students will be told whether to wear their red band shirt or show shirt and that they 
must wear their black band shorts. The secondary uniform is just as important as what they 
wear above it because we are in that uniform for far more time. 
  
Private Lessons 
All band members are encouraged to take private lessons. If you are interested, the band 
directors will help you find a teacher. 
  
 
 



Equipment Needs 
Each learner must bring to class everyday: an instrument in working condition, music, drill cards, 
pencil, and appropriate footwear. If you are in need of purchasing reeds, valve oil, slide grease, 
etc. contact one of the band directors. 
  

Transportation Policy 

It is the policy of the Carl Junction School District that all band members ride school 
transportation to away events. Students may ride home with parents providing they have 
submitted a parent signed note prior to leaving for the event. 

Grading Policy 

Rehearsal Attendance, Playing Tests and Performances 

1.​ Rehearsal Criteria (weekly grade): 
a.​ Student on time for rehearsal 
b.​ Instrument and appropriate materials 
c.​ Attentive and exhibiting good conduct 
d.​ Attendance to all rehearsal sessions 
e.​ Performing music at a proficient level 

2.​ Performance Criteria (grade for each performance): 
a.​ Student on time for performance 
b.​ Instrument and appropriate materials 
c.​ Attentive and contributing to a good performance 
d.​ Individual part performed at a high level of proficiency 

3.​ Playing Tests (grade for each test): 
a.​ Scales 
b.​ Music exercises 
c.​ Excerpt of music being rehearsed 

If a rehearsal or performance must be missed, only those who give prior notification will be 
considered for an alternative assignment. Prior notification will take place on the new Band 
Absence Notice form. The link to this form can be found on the High School Band Page of 
cjbands.org. I will also have a link on Canvas. 

Some absences are unavoidable and excusable. Some are not. Examples of excused absences 
can include a doctor’s appointment, funeral/visitation, illness, or school sports. Unexcused 
absences can include recreational activities like vacation or concerts, work, doctor’s 
appointments that could be made for another time, or oversleeping. These will be determined on 
a case by case basis.  The earlier that communication is made, the more likely someone will 
receive a favorable ruling on excused vs unexcused absences. 



Grading Scale 

A 96-100​ A- 90-95​ B+ 87-89​ B 83-86​ B- 80-82​ C+ 77-79 

C 73-76​ C- 70-72​ D+ 67-69​ D 63-66​ D- 60-62​ F 0-59 

 

Discipline Policy 

Discipline will be handled in the classroom unless the severe or repeated behaviors 
require an office referral. Not all offenses are the same and, therefore, they will not all 
be treated the same. It is expected in the band class that rules should be followed and 
the self-discipline of respect and dignity be your guide.  However, at times, rules get 
broken.  Please use the rules as a reference to guide your behavior.  The general 
course of action for offenses can be found in the consequences section, but because 
not all offenses are the same, the director staff reserves the right to move to more 
severe consequences at their discretion. 

General Rules 
1. Refrain from talking while rehearsal is in progress 
2. Raise your hand and be recognized by the teacher before speaking 
3. Have appropriate materials in class. This includes music, handouts, pencils, 
instruments and necessary accessories. 
4. Food and Beverages (other than water) are not permitted in the band room. 
5. Respect and dignity for yourself, others, and property at all times. 
6. Backpacks or any bags large enough to carry school supplies are not allowed in the 
band room. Any books, binders, etc. that are brought into the band room must go in 
your band locker during rehearsal. The floor of the band room is not an acceptable 
place for storage of these items. 
7. Keep all of our facilities clean. This includes band rooms, choir rooms, locker rooms, 
the football field, the auditorium, they gym, etc.  Each place we enter should be as clean 
or cleaner than how we entered that space. 
 
Consequences: 
Consequences can include a verbal warning, conference with a band director, calls 
home, band room detentions, and office referrals. 
 
Fundraiser: 
We will be doing a 6-12 band fundraiser this year. These will be Christmas wreaths. Profits from 
this fundraiser will be used towards future trips. It is important to note that no money raised from 



fundraisers will be returned. If a student leaves the program, these funds will be surrendered to 
the general band activity fund. There is a possibility that we will be able to carry these funds to 
younger siblings in the future, but we are unsure of how that looks at this point and is not 
guaranteed. 
 
Band Merchandise Store 
Mrs. Widmar has worked with a company to set up a store in which to buy optional band 
merchandise. You will find hats, shirts, backpacks, etc. This merchandise is for anyone who 
would like it. Look for an email soon. 
 
Band Boosters: 
The band organization cannot function without our Band Boosters.  Band Boosters run 
concessions throughout the fall and fund many meals and other things for the band program. 
The marching festival is one of the biggest events we host. Lots of help is needed for this event 
as well as running the concession stands.  Please be willing to help out during the year.  Emily 
Cory is our president and organizes quite a bit.  Watch for posts in the CJ Band Boosters 
Facebook page. 
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